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Azim some six miles from Teheran, after performing his devotions there. He was accompanied at the time by his faithful Grand Vizier, the Atabeg-Azam (himself later murdered), whose presence of mind probably saved the situation from developing dangerously. For, seeing that his master was dead by his side, but hoping to avoid a demonstration hostile to the throne, he concealed the fact from the crowd by supporting him upright in the carriage till the gates of the palace court-yard had been closed behind it.
Nasr-ed-Din was succeeded by his son Muzaffer-ed-Din, who also came to England. What chiefly attracted him at the music-halls was not so much the " stars," as the, to him, delightful din of the orchestra's instruments being tuned. On one occasion he begged that the opening chorus might be delayed while the operation was repeated. He delighted in the discord.
Muzaffer-ed-Din travelled in great splendour when he came to Europe and distributed gifts wholesale. His generosity was so great and became so well known that wherever he went the beggars used to line up with hand extended, waiting for largess. His health was very bad, and he died of diabetes soon after returning to Persia.
His son, Mohammed AH Mirza, by whom he was succeeded, is still alive, but deposed and exiled from his country because of his weak and extravagant administration.
I first saw the ex-Shah in 1906 at a French watering-place. He was accompanied wherever he went by a beautiful little boy, the present Shah Sultan Ahmed.PERSIA                           235
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